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When Abir Batikhi put the pedal to the metal
as the only female driver in the World Car
Rally (WCR) championship in Jordan this
April, she had GAC by her side.

With the GAC logo prominently
displayed, Abir drove the rally route through
breathtaking desert landscapes near the Dead
Sea and Jordan Valley. It was a challenging
route ranging in altitude from 1,000 metres
above sea level to 400 metres below (the
lowest point on earth), often in temperatures
over 40 degrees Celsius.

Jordan is the first Arab nation to host
the WRC, as well as the first to be invited to
join the series.
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Odessa

Capt. Boris Khrebtov,
General Director

of GAC-Maxmarin
gives us a guide to
his home town of
Odessa, Ukraine’s
largest port.
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History
Odessa was founded in 1794, as
in the Russian Empire, after

l

important port. Its location on the
north-west coast of the Black Sea, at
the crossroads of Europe, the Near East
and Asia, continues to define the city.
Well-developed road and rail infrastructure,
proximity to major rivers including the
Danube, a good port and an international
airport, have created favourable conditions
for trade.

Marine business plays a dominant role
in Odessa’s economy, as well as food
processing, manufacturing and light industry.

City of culture

Odessa has six theatres, including the world-
renowned Theatre of Opera and Ballet. There
is also the archaeological museum, established
in 1825.

Odessa has been home to many great
artists including Ivan Ayvazovskiy, Kiriak
Kostandi and Vasiliy Kandinsky, and writers
like Alexander Pushkin, Nickolay Gogol,
Ivan Bunin, Alexander Kuprin, Sholom
Aleyhem, Vladimir Gabotinsky, Haima
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- Nahman Byalik and Isaac Babel.

has a range of hotels, sanatoriums, resorts
and resthomes, many located on the
beachfront.

Walking the streets

A walk through Odessa’s older parts is
enough to make many visitors fall in
love with the city. You will come across
many architectural masterpieces in the
shape of private homes, public buildings,
boulevards, theatres and monuments.

Eating out

Visitors to Odessa can experience the city’s
special character and high quality local
dishes at Ukrainian restaurants such as
“Kumanets”. These eateries also have the
advantage of being cheaper than Italian,
French or other restaurants.

Currency

The Ukrainian currency is the Grivna, with
1 US Dollar equivalent to approximately 5
Grivnas.

Where to go

Odessa has much to offer visitors in addition
to its famous museums and theatres. It
also boasts many beaches, restaurants,
a dolphinarium, night-clubs and casinos,
bowling alleys, fitness clubs and saunas -
many comfortably located on pleasant acacia-
lined boulevards.
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When GAC Singapore was faced with
a giant cargo challenge recently, it
brought in a fleet of flying giants to do
the job. Four Antonov AN 124s, the
world’s largest long-range heavy
transport aircraft, were chartered to fly
six huge gas compressors from Europe
to Southeast Asia.

The M.A.N. Turbo gas compressors,
plus tools and accessories, were flown
from Germany and Switzerland to
Singapore before being shipped to Batam
Island in Indonesia. There they were
installed on the Floating, Production,
Storage & Offloading Vessel Cidade de
Sao Mateus.

Sheer bulk
The big birds were needed to handle the
sheer bulk of the gas compressors — each 10
metres long and weighing 50,000 kg.
In addition to the air component from
Europe to Singapore, GAC used heavy-lift
cranes and low-loaders to move the cargo
from Changi Airport to Singapore Port. There,
they went on to barges for the overnight
voyage across the Singapore Strait to Batam.

First time nerves

It was the first time the client, Prosafe
Productions Singapore, had used Antonovs
to move the massive compressors. Jorgen
Nielsen, GAC Singapore’s Business Manager
for Logistics Services says there was some
degree of apprehension.

Handle with care: ’
With the help of a heavy life mobile crane, the GAC
Singapore crew unloads a M.A.N. Turbo Gas
Cmﬁpressor from the Antonov AN 124 at

Singapore's Changi Airport.

“This was a delicate operation demanding
careful co-ordination between GAC staff in
Singapore and Europe, the supplier’s factory
in Europe, and the client’s team on Batam.

“GAC staff were on hand from point
to point to meet Prosafe Productions’ tight
deadlines. And, at every stage of the operation,
we applied the GAC Group’s Health, Safety,
Security, & Environment procedures to ensure
mission success.”
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